
 

 

Exploring Indigenous Allyship in Oklahoma 
 
Becoming an Indigenous ally involves a commitment to understanding, supporting, and advocating for 
Indigenous perspective.  
 
Discussing issues surrounding the challenges facing the Indigenous population of Oklahoma can be 
difficult for both Native and non-Native people due to several factors. These challenges are rooted in a 
complex history of colonization, cultural differences, and contemporary social, political, and economic 
disparities.  
 

Here are some reasons why such discussions may be challenging: 
 
The history of Indigenous populations in Oklahoma is marked by colonization, forced removals, broken 
treaties, and the loss of land, resources, and life. These historical traumas can make conversations 
emotionally charged and difficult to navigate. 
 
Many non-Native people may lack awareness of the issues facing Indigenous communities in Oklahoma, 
and both Native and non-Native people may lack the necessary education and understanding of the laws 
and policies affecting Indigenous communities. 
 
Native and non-Native people often have different cultural perspectives and worldviews. These 
differences can lead to misunderstandings and miscommunication when discussing Indigenous issues. 
 
Stereotypes and biases about Indigenous people can create barriers to open and honest discussions. 
Preconceived notions and prejudices can hinder productive dialogue. 
 
Many people are afraid of saying something offensive or politically incorrect, leading to self-censorship 
and avoidance of difficult conversations. 
 
The challenges faced by Indigenous communities in Oklahoma often involve political and economic 
interests, making discussions politically charged and sometimes polarized. 
 
Access to accurate and comprehensive information about Indigenous issues in Oklahoma may be limited 
for both Native and non-Native people, hindering meaningful discussions. 
 

To address these challenges, it is important to create a safe and inclusive space for dialogue, 
promote education and awareness, and encourage respectful engagement.   
 
Listening to Native and non-Native voices and acknowledging all perspectives in discussions is essential 
for fostering understanding and finding solutions to the Indigenous challenges we face in Oklahoma.  
 
It's also crucial for Indigenous allies to approach these discussions with humility, a willingness to learn, 
and a commitment to addressing historical and contemporary injustices. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

What Additional Steps Can You Take To Become An Indigenous Ally in Oklahoma?  

 

• Educate yourself about the history, culture, and challenges faced by Indigenous communities in 
Oklahoma. This can involve reading books, watching documentaries, attending events, and 
following Indigenous news sources. 

 

• Acknowledge and respect the sovereignty and self-determination of Oklahoma’s 39 tribes. 
Recognize that they have their own unique governance, traditions, and rights. 

 

• Be aware of stereotypes and biases you may hold and actively challenge them. Encourage others 
to do the same and promote accurate and respectful representations of Indigenous people and 

cultures. 

 

• Support Indigenous-led initiatives, organizations, and businesses. This can include buying 
Indigenous-made products, attending cultural events, and donating to Indigenous causes. 

 

• Be a vocal supporter of treaty rights and justice for Indigenous people. 

 

• Recognize the intergenerational trauma that many Indigenous communities have experienced 
due to historical injustices. Approach discussions and interactions with sensitivity and empathy. 

 

• Acknowledge and respect Indigenous traditional knowledge and practices. Learn about their 
cultural heritage and its significance. 

 

• Recognize that as a non-Indigenous ally, your role is to support and amplify Indigenous voices, 
not to speak for them. Be a partner, not a savior. 
 
 

• Be open to receiving feedback from Indigenous individuals and communities about your actions 
and advocacy. Be willing to make changes and learn along the way. 

 

• Being an ally is an ongoing commitment. It's not just about one-time actions but a sustained 
effort to support and uplift Indigenous communities in various ways. This involves trust-building 
and showing consistency in your support. 

 


